

CHD 118:  Language Arts for Young Children

Northern Virginia Community College-Manassas

Sample Six Week Hybrid Format
Associate Professor:  Christine Pegorraro Schull, Ph.D.

Phone:  703-257-6514

E-mail:  cschull@nvcc.edu

Office Hours/location:     Tuesdays, 9:30am-1:30pm, before and after class on site
Office Hours by appointment:  Tuesdays 2-5pm, before and after class



*I am delighted to meet with students and am willing to meet or to have a 

phone conference.  Please feel free to e-mail or phone for a time to talk or meet.

CHD 118 is a hybrid course that combines class instruction with independent study outside the classroom.  Students should have Internet Access and basic computer skills.  We will use Blackboard extensively.  Students who find that internet access will be an obstacle should speak with the instructor at the first class session in order to determine an appropriate instructional strategy for this class.  

Text  Early Childhood Experiences in Language Arts, 9th edition, Machado, Delmar Publishing.  ISNB: 978-1435400122
Course Description

Emphasizes the early development of children’s language and literacy skills.  Presents techniques and methods for supporting all aspects of early literacy.  Surveys children’s literature, and examines elements of promoting oral literacy, print awareness, phonological awareness, alphabetic principle, quality story telling and story reading.  Addresses strategies for intervention and support for exceptional children and English Language Learners.  
Course Objectives

Upon the completion of this course, the student will be able to:
· Recognize stages of language development in young children and apply this knowledge when teaching children 
·  Identify various techniques for supporting pre-emergent reading, and developing and using resources for fostering early literacy skills 

· Apply appropriate strategies for using children's books (authentic literature) in the development of literacy strategies 

· Assess various strategies for working with children, both individually and in groups, to foster pre-emergent literacy 

· Develop observation and assessment techniques that promote children’s developing literacy skills to provide for differentiated instruction 
· Differentiate successful strategies to modify instruction for English language learners, and other students who made need additional support 

· Plan an environment that promotes early literacy 

· Identify and apply learning standards as they relate to developing language arts: the Virginia Foundation Blocks, the Child Development Milestones,  the Virginia Standards of Learning, and Core Competencies for Early Childhood Professionals. 

Major Topics Covered

· Meaning of language arts

· Language development in the young child

· Listening skills in young children

· Speaking abilities of young children

· Stages of writing abilities in young children

· Emergent reading skills of young children

Optional Topics
· Planning and using a language arts center

· Parent-program partnerships

· Multi-lingual children and families

Student Responsibilities-General Information

All students are expected to abide by the rules and policies in the Northern Virginia Community College Student Handbook.

Classroom Courtesy

Please turn off cell phones and pagers.  If class is held at an off-campus location (a child care center), adhere to the center’s policy regarding bringing in outside food items (i.e. consideration of children’s food allergies).  Smoke in designated locations only.  Snack and drinks are permitted as long as they do not interfere with your classmates’ learning experience, preferably at breaks.

Confidentiality

Adhere to the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct when discussing children, families, colleagues, and community/society.  For more information, visit www.naeyc.org

Emergency Plan

In case of emergency, please follow the emergency procedures discussed on the first day of class and as posted in the classroom.

E-mail

Information on grades and other confidential matters will only be sent to your official NVCC e-mail account.  You may program your official NVCC account to forward information onto other e-mail addresses if you desire.  For e-mail set up information go to: http://www.nvcc.edu/ithd/studentmail.html

Inclement Weather/Unforeseen Class Cancellations

Students are expected to keep up with the syllabus if class is cancelled for any reason.  If the college campus is closed, all classes on and off that campus are closed.  If the off-site class facility itself if closed, the class is cancelled (even if the college is open).  Instructor may assign additional assignments in the even lecture and/or class participation is cancelled to ensure course material is covered.  For this reason, it is vital for students to check their college email every day.  Further, it is expected that all students will access the Blackboard for the hybrid component of the course.  In case of extended college closure, students will be expected to access the blackboard in order to complete assignments and access lectures and other course-related materials.
Resources

1. The Manassas Campus Writing Center is a resource to help you improve your writing skills.  For a detailed listing of the services provided go to: http://nvcc.edu/manassas/lrs/LL/Llrwrite.htm or visit 112A Howsmon Hall, which can also be reached by phone at 703-257-6645.

2. The Manassas Campus Computer Lab is a resource to help you with your computer skills.  It is located in Howsmon Hall, second floor, room 209.  The phone number is 703-257-6638/6520.

3. The Manassas Campus library is a resource to help you research your project topic.  It is located on the first floor of Colgan Hall.  The phone number is 703-257-6640.  Call for times.

4. The Manassas Campus Testing Center is where students will go if in need of extended test time or other accommodations.

Blackboard

     This class has a blackboard space.  Class notes, some assignments, the syllabus and other information will be posted there.  To access the website, go to: https://nvcc.my.vccs.edu/.  You can access Blackboard from any computer lab on campus or with any internet connection.

Accommodations

Students who have special accommodations must inform the instructor at the first class session.

Scholarships

For information regarding the Virginia Child Care Scholarship Program, visit the following website: http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cc/scholarship.html

Plagiarism

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and may result in a failing grade for the course.  All students are responsible to view plagiarism information at the following links before completing written assignments: http://www.nvcc.edu/library/ (click on “research guides”, click on “citing sources”, then click on “citing sources and avoiding plagiarism” to read the information from our college regarding this) http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/citing.htm
Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is both a course and a college requirement.  Students who are not honest in their academic work will face disciplinary action along with any grade penalty the instructor imposes.  Further information regarding this issue can be found by viewing pages 70-78 of the NVCC student handbook.  Students caught violating the academic integrity agreement for this course may fail the assignment or the course.  For the purposes of this course, violations of academic integrity include the following:  

1. CHEATING: intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise.  Portable electronic devices, such as cell phones or Blackberries, are unauthorized during tests/exams, regardless of the intent of the user.  
2. FABRICATION: intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise.
3. FACILITATING ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to violate academic integrity.
4. PLAGIARISM: intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise.

To further exhibit your commitment to academic integrity, please remember to sign the Honor Pledge on all exams and assignments: “I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this assignment/exam.” 

In addition, you must print and sign the course agreement, indicating that you understand the course requirements, including academic integrity, included at the end of the syllabus.  
Evaluation/Grading

All assignments must be completed to receive a grade for the course.  Grades may be accessed any time at http://www.bb.vccs.edu.  The final grade for each student will be computed with Excel and will be assessed as follows:

Grades: A=100%-90%
B=89%-80%
C=79%-70%
D=69%-60%
F=59% and below

Course Requirements for CHD 118

Attendance/Class Participation-10% of final grade

     Attendance and class participation is a graded component of this class.  Students are expected to participate in class discussions which include whole group or small group sessions.  In-class activities are considered to part of the participation grade.  Notify the instructor if you plan to miss a class.  If you miss a class, be sure to keep up with the course syllabus and contact a classmate for detailed information regarding notes and assignments.  It is your responsibility to keep up with assignments.  Missing more than 1 class may negatively affect your final grade. Missing 2 or more classes without making online arrangements may result in an automatic withdrawal.  This class is a hybrid and as such, students will be expected to complete some topics and assignments through online assignments including podcasted lectures, discussion board, surveys, tests, and uploaded assignment documents.
Students are responsible for reading all required assignments from the text as well as any extra reading assignments made by the instructor.  It is important to keep up with your reading assignments so that you will be able to participate in class discussions.

Written Assignments

1. Book Summaries and Reflective Analyses (15% of final grade):  Students will read books covering different language goals.  Write a one to two paragraph summary of the book that clearly explains the language goal and how you recognized that it was being presented.  Write another paragraph that outlines your personal reflection about the book and include what ages are best targeted through the use of the book.  Your last paragraph should include an idea of how best to use this in the classroom.  Your reflections should be posted online on the Blackboard site so that other people can hear about your findings.  You are also responsible for responding to others.  Write a book summary and response by posting for each category of book listed here:

a.        Alphabet/alphabet sounds
b.       Rhyming and poetry
c.        Bibliotherapy
d.       Creativity/Fantastical Stories
e.        Non-Fiction
f.         Diversity
g. Child participation

               *Note Regarding Discsusion Board Book Summaries:  Summaries should be three to four paragraphs and address all 
                questions listed above.   Responses should be a minimum of a paragraph and reflect time and effort.  Responding 
                with "I like  that book also" will not count as a response entry.  You must respond to one person per topic and you  

                 must choose a different person to respond to each time.  There should be evidence of conversation in 

  your group thread and I will look for evidence of individual effort to contribute to the conversation.  Discussion   

  board assignments cannot be posted as word documents and they cannot be posted late.  Posting late is akin to 

  speaking to oneself in an empty dark room.  Attached word documents do not facilitate discussion because it makes 

  the content difficult to read.  
2.  Lesson Plan and Presentation (25% of final grade):  Students will select a language goal from the textbook that integrates a language arts learning concept across the curriculum.  Students will develop a lesson plan that:

a. Has a clearly defined language objective
b. Uses a particular book 
c. Has a hands-on component 
d. Is thematic
e. Has two different follow-up activities for children to practice the goal
f. Has a component for parents to complete at home to reinforce the concept
g. Presentation-Students will present lesson plants using Power Point to classmates.  Students must provide the lesson for the class.
3. Homemade Puppet (5%of final grade) Students will share a puppet in class that they constructed without the help of a kit or reproducible items.  The puppet will need to presented on time and a list of materials should be posted in the Blackboard.  Students need to prepare to share details about how they made the puppet and their puppet’s personality in class.  
4. Observation- (10% of final grade): Students will observe a child ranging in age from 2-6 years old completing a language arts activity.  Guidelines will be discussed in class.

Midterm and Final Exam (20% each)

Both exams will consist of information from the text, class lectures and class discussions.  The exams may include true/false, matching, multiple-choice, short answer, and essay.  Both exams are open book and notes.  They are each worth 20% of your grade.

CHD 118 Assignments Calendar 

	SESSION DATES
	TOPICS
	ONLINE ASSIGNMENTS

	Week 1


	Course Introduction

Beginnings of Communication 

The Tasks of a Toddlers  

Preschool Years 

Chapters 1,2, and 3
	Familiarize yourself with Blackboard

*Book Review A Due-Alphabet Sounds Due May 21 at 11:59m


	Week 2


	Growth Systems Affecting Early Language Understanding Differences

Achieving & Promoting Language and Literacy

Developing Listening Skills

Children and Books

Storytelling

Chapters 4,5, and 6

Chapters 8, 9, and 10
	*Book Review B Due-Rhyming and Poetry

*Book Review C Due-Bibliotherapy

*Observation Due



	Week 3

	Poetry

Flannel Board and Activity Sets

Realizing Speaking Goals

Group Times

Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14
Midterm Essay Exam passed out
	*Book Review D Due-Creativity/Fantastical

*Book Review E Due-Non-Fiction

Homemade Puppet Due-This is for your portfolio.
Midterm Exam Covers Chapters 1-10  

Online between May 24 and May 31

	Week 4

	Puppetry and Beginning Drama Experiences

Print, Early Knowledge and Emerging Interests

Chapters 15,and 16


	*Book Review F Due-Diversity 

Lesson Plan Due to instructor



	Week 5


	Reading and Preschoolers

Developing a Literacy Environment

The Parent-Center Partnership

Chapters 17, 18, and 19
	*Book Review G Due-Child Participation

Final Exam Available Online between June 14 and June 21

	Week 6

	Class Presentations of Lesson Plans
	Final Exam Due at 7pm

Class Presentations of Lesson Plans


Welcome to 

CHD 118: Teaching Language Arts to Young Children
Name:  

Semester: 

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

What is the best way to reach you in case of inclement weather?

Why are you taking CHD 118?

Is there any other information I should know about you?

Please rewrite, sign, and date the following statement:


I understand and agree to comply with the course requirements for CHD 118.

2

